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LEP Update for GEGJC meeting on 12th September 

1. Growth Deal delivery arrangements and ongoing discussions with Government 
 
1.1 Principles 

 

• Growth Deal priority projects split between local authority and LEP ‘leads’ to 
play to respective strengths. Named LEP staff leads identified for all Growth 
Deal priority projects. LEP to lead on Growth Hub and GREEN. 

 

• LEP staff now attending Senior Officers Group meetings 
 

• Aim to use monitoring and reporting arrangements and documents required 
by Government with local stakeholders too (LEP Board, Joint Committee, 
Accountable Body, project boards, etc.) 

 
 

1.2 Workshops 
 

Pete Carr and Mally Findlater attended a Government workshop on Growth Deal 
implementation on 19th August. The presentations from this are attached (4 x 
presentations) 
 
A second workshop for LEPs is being arranged, along with one for accountable 
bodies. (September dates tbc). 
 
1.3 Key Government Timescales for Growth Deal 1 

  

• Monitoring and reporting arrangements, assurance framework, etc. Drafts to 
be finalised by beginning of October. Actual documents to be finalised with 
LEPs by start November. 

 

• Grant letter to be finalised with LEPs beginning of November. 
 

• Accountable body requirements likely to be finalised as part of the assurance 
framework by the beginning of October and signed-off in November. 

 

• Flow of funding to Gloucestershire County Council as accountable body and 
to individual projects. April 2015 to accountable body. Further guidance on 
when and how accountable body will disperse funds.  

 

• Signing ceremony (we are trying to tie this to the Growth Hub opening on 17th 
October). Programme of ministerial visits for signings being developed now.   

  
1.4 Implementation Plan 
 
Government colleagues have drafted an implementation plan template to be used 
by LEPs. This will be refined further (attached). 

 
2. Objectives and timeframe for proceeding into Round 2 of the Growth Deal 

negotiation 
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2.1 Objectives 
 

Any proposals for inclusion in Growth Deal 2 will need to build on and fit closely with 
the Strategic Economic Plan for Gloucestershire. GFirst LEP has agreed with 
Government to use an updated version of the business cases developed in the SEP 
appendices as these will provide the necessary information required for ‘internal’ and 
‘external’ review and approval of the proposals. This template is attached and 
examples of ‘what good looks like’ can be found in the SEP appendices. 
 
2.2 Key Government Timescales for Growth Deal 2 

  
o Confirmation of total funding available. Autumn Statement (date tbc – at 
present planning for beginning December) 

 
o Confirmation of revenue and/or capital funding as part of the deal. Autumn 
Statement (date tbc). 

 
o Deadline for Govt. receiving GFirst LEP-endorsed proposals for growth deal 2 
Not yet known – possibly between October and December. Greg Clark is due 
to do a Whitehall write-round in mid Sept, so this could set out the process. 

 
o Announcement of funded projects under Growth Deal 2 January 2015 

 
1.3 GFirst LEP Deadlines for Growth Deal 2 
 

o We expect to know more from Government in October but currently, we 
expect to need to work to the following timings: 

 
o Deadline for submission of proposal to GFirst LEP: 6th October 2014 

 
o Review of recommended proposals sent to LEP Board: 13th October 2014 

 
o Review of recommended proposals considered by LEP Board: 21st October 
2014 

 
o Confirmation of proposals to be put forward for Growth Deal round 2: 7th 
November 2014 

 
o Any final reworking of proposals for submission to Government: November 
2014 

 
o Final proposals submitted to Government: December 2014 

 
o Government announces successful Growth Deal Round 2 projects and 
funding: January 2014 

 
 

3. Formation of the Community Interest Company 
 
Articles of Association are now agreed for the CiC and they are with the regulator for 
approval.  We hope to get confirmation of acceptance of the articles shortly at which 
point the CiC, subject to formal approval by the directors of GFirst LEP Ltd, can be 
formed.  Membership of the CiC is confirmed in the articles as identical to the current 
membership of the LEP board which was approved by Government. 
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4. Development of the Skills Group 
 
The first meeting took place 14th July and was well attended.  The meeting was used 
to ‘set the scene’ by discussing the LEP skills priorities within the SEP and EU SIF 
Strategy and to present the Skills Research undertaken by Marchmont in support of 
these. The Terms of Reference were then reviewed and agreed (attached). 

 
The purpose of the Skills Group is to agree a skills strategy for Gloucestershire that 
reflects the needs of employers and individuals and addresses the employment and 
skills issues which impact on the economic wellbeing of the County.   To identify and 
progress appropriate actions through the development and implementation of a 
County skills plan to inform local skills provision and supporting services. 

 
The Group will contribute to achieving the skills aims and objectives set out in the 
Gloucestershire Strategic Economic Plan and EU Structural Investment Fund 
submission, and act as a specialist adviser to GFirst LEP, specifically focussing on 
the following five areas. 

 

• Careers advice and guidance, employability skills 

• FE and HE skills provision 

• STEM provision 

• Recruitment of young people 

• Workforce development  

Next steps are to agree where this group can support the SEP/SIF activities, what that 
support will look like, what needs to happen to move things forward. The next meeting 
of the Skills Group is 14th October. Peter Holmes attends on behalf of Gloucestershire 
County Council and is the local authority representative on the group. 
 


